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LANDSCAPE WRITING IN HUANG JINGSHU'’S
FICTION

ABSTRACT

Huang Jingshu is known as a novelist, critic and researcher of Malaysian-Chinese literature
who based in Taiwan province. He has always been deeply concerned about the current situation
of Malaysian chinese and Malaysian-Chinese literature. He has independent and unique thoughts
on the occurrence and development of Malaysian-Chinese literature, and is keen to break the
situation that Malaysian-Chinese writer blindly adheres to "realism” and sticks to its own way
through his own innovative creative approach. He also opposes the idea that Malaysian-Chinese
literature is merely an extension or branch of the modern and contemporary chinese literature
(including the literature of Hong Kong and Taiwan) and emphasizes that the "nothing" of
Malaysian-Chinese literature requires constant "trial and error" to produce the "something". In
such thinking and creative practice, landscape writing has become a means for Huang Jingshu to
create the "presence" of Malaysian-Chinese literature.

Huang Jingshu first completed the "patricide™ by rewriting the landscape. Through the "filter"
of reminiscence, the reader is then taken on a journey around the landscape of the Malaysia and
down into the space of the rubber forest where the author grew up. In his works, the reader can
experience the savage growth of Malaysia and its hot, humid, and others sensation. Through the
issue of landscape subjectivity and landscape imagery, his anxiety about the situation of
Malaysian chinese and Malaysian-Chinese literature is also reflected intentionally or
unintentionally. The overall landscape is "gloomy and horrific", which dominates the atmosphere
of Huang Jingshu's landscape, prompting readers to "begin with wonder and end with reflection".
While attempting to establish a new style of Malaysian-Chinese literature, Huang Jinhshu has
also developed a very personal style of writing.

Key words: Huang Jingshu, Landscape writing, The Rubber Forest, Malaysian-Chinese

Literature, Anxiety
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LANDSCAPE WRITING IN HUANG JINGSHU’S
FICTION

This paper discusses the vast and diverse Malaysian landscapes presented in Huang Jingshu's
fiction, by systematizing them through different entry points, themes and perspectives. In a bigger
concept, all the landscapes in Huang Jingshu's fiction can be integrated into two categories: the
first is the story dedicated to "overcoming” the "Chinese character”, and introduced Malaysian
landscape is into Chinese literary genealogy through the postmodern writing postulates. The
second is “creating" the "thematic Nanyang story". Whether the "theme" is subordinated to the
author's subjective consciousness or serves the intertextuality between the works, both aim is to
"generate"” the uniqueness of Malaysian-Chinese literature.

"Overcoming" and "creating" correspond to "acknowledging learning" and "waving goodbye
" respectively. The former is the inheritance and cutting of tradition through the "old man, new
scene" mode of creation. The stories of "Regret of the past" and "Death in the South" using the
"existence" of the "old man" to complete the inheritance, and then devoting the whole story to the
final "patricide”. It feels like the "cutting” part is too significant, while the "inheritance" is too
perfunctory and far-fetched in overall look. This is because inheritance was already happening
before the work came into existence. The work is the result of the author's inner struggle and
collision of ideas. The appearance of Juan Sheng and Yu Dafu in "Regret of the past" and "Death
in the South" is the last step of "inheritance", and the next step is, of course, for the author and the
"viewer of the landscape" to jointly "cut" the "Chinese character" and embed it into the main field
of the Malaysian context.

Regarding the "creation", it is the display of the two main structural subjects of this paper,
"the Nanyang landscape" and "the Rubber Forest". As the general landscape under Huang
Jingshu's writing, the Nanyang landscape presents a Malaysia that can be seen, smelled, heard,
touched and tasted by the all sensory organs. The viewing part of the landscape brings out the
theme of "savage growth" of the Nanyang landscape, while the sensation part of the landscape
complements the "savage growth" with the overall feeling of "hot, humid and fishy". The
humanistic landscape and the local community settlement landscape are from the perspective of
individualized landscapes, prompting the reader to get to know the more tangible Malaysia.

The Rubber Forest further focuses on the special landscape of the Nanyang, from the
"macro" landscape of nature and society and culture to the "micro" landscape closely related to the
life of the rubber tapper’s family, making the Malaysian landscape "zoomable". The "inner scene"
introduces the value and meaning of each object in the living space, as well as the contradictory
attributes of "security and uneasiness"; the "outer scene" is the workplace, which involves the
geographical span horizontally and the natural and historical trappings of "unknown and
dangerous" attributes vertically. Finally, the integrated analysis of imagery concludes the portrayal
of Malaysia in the Nanyang landscape and the Rubber Forest.

Starting from an "unfamiliar" and “familiar" reading experience, this essay first leads the
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reader to analyze the "old man, new landscape” mode of creation, exploring the relationship
between the author and his characters and the landscape. Then, it goes on to spread out the
Nanyang landscape and delve into the space of the Rubber Forest, analyzing various imagery and
metaphors. Finally, the content will lead to the author's reflection on Malaysian-Chinese literature
and Huang Jingshu's ethnicity and identity. The issue of self-identity is at the root of Huang
Jingshu’s landscape writing, and almost everything in the landscape writing is a reflection of the
situation of Malaysian Chinese and Malaysian-Chinese literature in his vision. The reason for
Huang Jingshu's anxiety about Malaysian literature comes from his inner uncertainty about his
own identity.

It is a consensus in Huang Jingshu's studies that the most prominent aspect of his fiction is
the landscape of the Nanyang. Through the landscape, we are indeed able to penetrate Huang
Jingshu's anxiety about the situation of Chinese and Chinese literature in Malaysia. However,
Huang Jingshu's landscape writing can not only be internalized in the thinking of
Malaysian-Chinese literature, but can also form a contrast with the overall situation of
Malaysian-Chinese literature that he himself criticizes.

The reason why Huang Jingshu keeps writing about "landscapes” and the landscape is
gradually becoming imaginative is that Huang Jingshu's strong style of landscape writing has
become a kind of unique and self-contained "totem" that represents the Nanyang and can be
derived from itself. Huang's landscape writing as a self-propagating "tumor" content, compare
with his critique of the stagnation of Malaysian-Chinese literature. As the "bad boy" of
Malaysian-Chinese literature, he is also comparing with the "wild growth" of the Malaysian
landscape. Therefore, his literary style not only governs his fiction writing, but is also closely
related to his personal style. There are also uninterrupted echoes and varying degrees of
penetration between his fiction writing and other literary/academic forms of writing, creating a
special literary relationship and interpretation between the genres he writes.

Nanyang landscape is a natural and unique background and object for Malaysian-Chinese
literature. Therefore, Huang Jingshu is not the only writer who writes about the Nanyang
landscape in Malaysian-Chinese literary circles. Zhang Guixing's "Rainforest Trilogy" is an
unprecedented literary landscape with a magical and exotic atmosphere, mainly depicting East
Malaysia (so called "Borneo"), which has amazed the world of Chinese literature and has also
gained many audiences in Taiwan. Zhang Guixing's landscape writing background and method is
similar to Huang Jingshu's, but their different aesthetic narrative approaches inevitably lead to a
different landscape experience and also carry different writing purposes. Zhang's rainforest writing
is about the expansion of desire after "scarcity”, and the narrative aesthetics are maternity, lust and
violence; while Huang Jingshu is about "recreation” after sorting out trauma, which is gloomy,
horrible but vibrant.

Compared to Zhang Guixing's "distortion” by indulging in the output of strong sensory
stimulation, Huang Jingshu is more like trying his best to "restore"” the real feeling of the tropical
rainforest from his memory, and then “healing” from the narrative. Huang Jingshu has taken the
right measure of writing about the landscape from his own literary feelings, so that the landscape
does not become the object of overwhelming description, but helps the narrative in a broad
atmosphere. This kind of landscape writing not only enhances the sense of atmosphere and
deepens the level of the fiction, but also makes this kind of writing a living "style" that runs
through all his works, thus forming a kind of constantly replenished writing of the Nanyang
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landscape, which also fulfills Huang's most important purpose of writing. In the end of "Sensory
Writing of Zhang Guixing in Elephant Tropes and The Monkey Cup”, Wong Lihlih leaves a
question: "If we take this point(referring to Zhang's magical aesthetic narrative) out of the space of
Borneo's rainforest, will the tropics(reffering to Malaysian-Chinese literature) end up as nothing?"
I think Huang Jingshu's work can be the answer.

Huang Jingshu's "barbaric" presence has been a constant stimulus to the immortal state of
Malaysian-Chinese literature. Huang Jingshu's rhetoric is radical, yet in this "Huang
Jingshu-style" of modernist literature, we can see his constant interaction with the literary past and
the creation of the present. If one were to ask what forward-looking role Huang Jingshu's has
played in the Malaysian-Chinese literature, the answer would be that the present moment of his
critique already constitutes a meaning for Malaysian-Chinese literature. Huang believes that there
is "nothing™ in Malaysian-Chinese literature and if the literary circles continue to stick to the old
ways, then Malaysian-Chinese literature will eventually become a pool of stagnant water.
However, while he criticizes the "nothing" in Malaysian-Chinese literature, he also creates
"something" for Malaysian-Chinese literature in the meantime. Malaysian-Chinese literature
becomes "something" in his constant criticism. The "nothing" has become "something" through
his constant criticism and also through his continuous creation. Because of Huang Jingshu's
"rebellion”, his newness and persistence, he has created the "something" to Malaysian-Chinese
literature. He himself has also gradually become the "content" of Malaysian-Chinese literature -
the "something(somebody)" in the view of Malaysian-Chinese literature.

If Huang Jingshu creation of the new style of Malaysian-Chinese literature is to reconstruct,
then it can be said that he has participated in the construction of Malaysian-Chinese literature on
the way to reconstruction. Although he has been a very "misfit" writer in the literary circles, he
has continued to effectively construct the Malaysian-Chinese literature with his works Like a
wooden hut in a rubber forest, Malaysian-Chinese literature is marginal and fragile, but through
Huang Jingshu's "self-proliferating” writing, it has become a unique landscape in the world of
Chinese literature. The literature of Malaysian Chinese is also constantly sprouting new shoots and
stimulating new writers because of his constructions.

We get to see Huang Jingshu's anxiety, identification, and even paranoia in his landscape
writing. Yet his anxiety and identification are criticism for Malaysian-Chinese literature and a
catalyst for the development of Malaysian-Chinese literature. Malaysian-Chinese literature has
become more and more controversial and dynamic because of him. Huang Jingshu has become the
most meaningful part of Malaysian-Chinese literature in his own criticism and the Nanyang
landscapes he has built will all be recorded and seen.
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