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THE SCHOOL BULLYING PROBLEM IN JAPAN
——THE IMPACT OF MEDIA REPORTS

ABSTRACT

The school bullying problem in Japan has experienced three booms since 1980s. News reports
released by media such as newspaper, television and Internet attracted people’s attention to the
problem. In this thesis, the methods of studying literature, comparison and observation are used to
study the impact of media on school bullying problem. | pointed out the features of three booms of
bullying problem through studying related literature. | discovered good impacts of media by
comparing the using condition of “children’s right 110” set by Japan Legal Affairs Bureau from
2002 to 2012. | observed reports on the typical cases of bullying during three booms and found
bad impacts of media. As a result, reports of media have both good impacts and bad impacts.
Reports exposed school’s deceiving and improved people’s knowledge in bullying problem. But
releasing too many reports will cause chain reaction of suicide, trouble on the Internet and will
hinder the development of methods used to deal with the bullying problem. Media must change the

contents of reports and propagate effective methods for dealing with the bullying problem..

Key words: Bullying, three booms, impact of media, deceive, suicide, trouble on the Internet
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THE SCHOOL BULLYING PROBLEM IN JAPAN
——THE IMPACT OF MEDIA REPORTS

The school bullying problem in Japan has experienced three booms since 1980s. Every ten years
cases of the school bullying problem are widely reported by media like newspaper and television.
News reports released by media attracted people’s attention to the problem. In 2011, a junior two
student committed suicide because of being bullied by classmates. News reports on this case are
continuously being released until now. The forth boom of the school bullying problem has come.

The purpose of writing this thesis is to analyze impacts of reports released by media during the
process that bullying becomes a social problem, and to give advice to improve reports.

In this thesis, methods of studying literature, comparison and observation are used to study the
impact of media. | pointed out features of three booms of bullying problem through studying
related literature. | discovered good impacts of media by comparing the using condition of
“children’s right 110” set by Japan Legal Affairs Bureau from 2002 to 2012. I observed reports on
the typical cases of bullying during three booms and found bad impacts of media.

The result is that reports of media have both good impacts and bad impacts.

Firstly, reports exposed school’s deceiving. Usually school and education committee tell lies
when they deal with bullying problems. For example, they insist on it that no bullying occurred in
the school, or that student’s suicide has no relationship with bullying. News released by media
reveals truth of bullying problems to the public successfully but it has limits. It is a supplementary
way of decreasing school’s deceiving but can’t make it disappear. Secondly, by researching the
using condition of “children’s right 110” set by Japan Legal Affairs Bureau from 2002 to 2012, |
found that during the boom when news about bullying problems are widely released, more people
use “children’s right 110 to consult professionals about bullying. It is a signal that people become
to pay more attention to the bullying problem and to have a sense of self-protection.

News reports can also lead to bad impacts. Firstly, chain reaction of suicide will happen. In Japan,
news reports tend to make places and ways of committing suicide and letters left by students

before death known to the public. If a student is faced with the same problem as the student who is
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reported in the news, probably he will also commit suicide. In Japanese, there is a word read as
“ijimejisatu”. It expresses the reason of suicide, and lays stress on the fact that bullying can lead
to a serious result of suicide. But the word has an effect of reminding people of suicide when they
think about bullying, though there are many choices besides suicide. Students who are bullied by
other people are given the right of suicide because of the word. Besides, releasing too many
reports will cause trouble on the Internet. The cruel bullying behavior and unbalanced information
between bullying ones and bullied ones make people angry. Net users will research bullies and
people who are involved in the bullying problem and attack them. It as a shame that innocent
people are attacked and even can't live a normal life any more. What's more, reports on famous
people's comments will hinder the development of methods for dealing with the bullying problem.
Since famous people's comments tend to regard bullied ones' psychological problem as the reason
of being bullied, problems of a organization will be ignored and development of overall methods
will slow down.

In one word, media must change the contents of reports and propagate effective methods for
dealing with the bullying problem. Only in this way can they make the most of good impacts and

overcome bad impacts.
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